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	FALKLAND ISLANDS GOVERNMENT

Housing Application Form Guidelines




The guidelines listed below are to assist you when completing your Housing Application Form. 

Please note that the demand for FIG accommodation is very high.  A successful application does not guarantee that you will be offered a property in the short to medium term and you should continue to make every effort to secure accommodation in the private sector unless there is a recognised urgency to house you.

1.
APPLICANTS DETAILS

Full details are required to enable your application form to be processed as quickly as possible.  Please note that you must be 18 years old or over to apply for FIG Housing.
On submitting an application you will be called to an informal interview with the Housing Officer to discuss your situation in more detail so that the Housing Committee can make a fully informed decision as quickly as possible.  Please be assured that the interview is very informal; however, completing this form in as much detail as possible will minimise the amount of time required to conduct the interview.  

2. ELIGIBILITY

Eligibility is the most important factor when completing your Housing Application Form, as without it you do not qualify for FIG Housing regardless of your situation. You will only be considered for  FIG Housing if you:

i. Have Status or a Permanent Residence Permit for a minimum of 4 years (if granted on or after 25 November 2004); 
ii. Have been resident in the Islands for a period of 24 consecutive months prior to being considered for inclusion on the Housing List (other than as provided for in Priority 3 of the Allocation Policies & Principles (approved by Executive Council February 2006)).
You will not be eligible for FIG Housing if:
iii. You render yourself homeless through abuse of a previous tenancy;
iv. You voluntarily vacate suitable accommodation;
v. You move out of affordable private accommodation or deliberately worsen your accommodation situation in order to appear homeless;

vi. You have previously occupied an FIG property and were either evicted from the property for behaviour contrary to tenancy requirements or left the property leaving unpaid rentals or unjustified damages to the property; or where there is a track record of abuse of any tenancy agreement.

If you need assistance to determine your immigration status, please contact the Immigration Officer at the Customs & Immigration Department, “H” Jones Road, Stanley.  e-mail:  immigrationofficer@customs.gov.fk or

Telephone 27340

3. SPOUSE/CO-HABITING PARTNER’S DETAILS

Your spouse/live-in partner’s details will be taken into account when considering your application, so it is important that you provide complete information about him/her.

4.
FAMILY DETAILS

You must provide details of all family members who will be living with you to enable the Housing Committee to determine what size property will best suit your needs. Due to the high demand for FIG housing, it is possible that if you are allocated a property it may not be the best type and/or size to cater for your needs and you may therefore be placed in a less suitable property; however, you may be eligible for a transfer on application at a later date.

5.
SUPPORT & SPECIAL NEEDS 

If your application is based on a requirement for support or special needs please supply a letter of support from the Health & Social Services Department.

6.
EMPLOYMENT

This information will enable the Committee to determine the best method for you to pay rent if you are offered a property.  Please note that if you are allocated a property and are employed by FIG, your rent will be deducted by the FIG Payroll Manager.  If you are not employed by FIG, you will be expected to set up a Standing Order with the Standard Chartered Bank as part of the tenancy agreement regarding payment of rent.  There is a rent rebate scheme for individuals who are offered a property but are not earning an income.  For further information about the rent rebate scheme, please contact the Treasury on 28419 or email SMckay@sec.gov.fk
7.
FINANCIAL STATUS
Providing details about income and savings for all members of the household over the age of 16 is necessary as your application for FIG housing will be “means tested” to determine your ability to accommodate yourself (and/or your family) in the private sector.

The financial information that you provide will also enable the Housing Committee to determine what type or size of property you/your family can afford.  

Please note that you may be required to provide evidence of income and/or savings to the Housing Committee at any time.

8.
SUPPORTING INFORMATION

Information provided in this section will be taken into account when assessing your application.  Apart from answering the questions, a space has been provided to give you the opportunity to advise the Committee of any other factors that you would like them to take into account when considering your application. Please make sure you have completed the checklist on the last page.
9.
ACCOMMODATION AND/OR PROPERTY DETAILS

Your current accommodation situation and property ownership factors will be taken into account when deciding and/or prioritising your application.  In addition, the Housing Officer may request references from previous landlords to ascertain the suitability of the applicant for FIG accommodation.
10.
DECLARATION OF APPLICANT 

Please read the declaration carefully and make sure you sign it.  Applications that have not been signed cannot be considered.
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